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“Like the great Reformation of the sixteenth century, the advent movement appeared in
different countries of Christendom at the same time. In both Europe and America men of
faith and prayer were led to the study of the prophecies, and, tracing down the inspired
record, they saw convincing evidence that the end of all things was at hand. In different
lands there were isolated bodies of Christians who, solely by the study of the Scriptures,

arrived at the belief that the Saviour’s advent was near” (The Great Controversy, p. 357).
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L you special.
,,f' You have a God-given per-
(- sonal style and ministry passion.
L Understanding your unique gifts

Read the following definitions of “servanthood” and “steward-
ship.” Then decide if you agree or disagree. Explain why.

Servanthood is all about our heart toward God and our attitude
toward ministry. According to 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, using our
spiritual gifts without love accomplishes nothing. Authentic
devotion to serving, honoring, and worshipping Christ is
essential for effective ministry.

Stewardship has to do with accountability. Once we
identify and grow in our understanding of our spiritual
gifts, we must be responsible in the way we use
them. First Corinthians 12:1 reminds us that it is
our duty to identify what our spiritual gifts are
because we will be held accountable for how we
use them (1 Peter 4:10; Matthew 25:14-30).

did you
know?

you know that each of us has 100
trillion cells in our body? And for
each of those cells, there is a DNA
strand that holds 6 gigabytes of
memory. So, each of us has the potential to house
600 trillion gigabytes of memory! Amazing! Also,
DNA molecules can combine in an infinite number of
ways. The number is 10 to the
2,400,000,000th power. There
—— is no one like you! God made

and style will enable you to thrive
in your relationship with God and in
your ministry.



punch lines

“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken
together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The
amount you give will determine the amount you get back” (Luke 6:38, NLT).

“So since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed
and marvelously functioning parts in Christ's body, let's just go
ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or
pridefully comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be
something we aren’t” (Romans 12:5, 6, Message).

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to
serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its
various forms” (1 Peter 4:10, NIV).

“You shaped me first inside, then out; you
formed me in my mother's womb” (Psalm
139:13, Message).

“Take the talent from him and give it to the
one who has the ten talents. For everyone
who has will be given more, and he will have

an abundance. Whoever does not have, even
what he has will be taken from him”
(Matthew 25:28, 29, NIV).
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“What you are is God’s gift to
you; what you do with yourself
is your gift to God.”—banish proverb.

“You are the church—Christ’s

body—and your presence in the

church makes a difference. When you

begin to serve faithfully according to

God’s specific will for your life, you will
experience personal fruitfulness and fulfill-
ment.”—sruce Bugbee, Discover Your Spiritual Gifts the Network Way.




making real

What does this tell us about the Spirit? About
Jesus? About God?

Tuesday

ead this week’s Flashlight quotation.

Ellen White tells us that Christians in dif-
ferent countries, who had no contact with each
other, were coming to the same conclusions
about Christ’s second coming. Why? Because
they were all studying the same book—God’s
Word—and were being led by the same Spirit.

At different times, in different places, God
imparts the wisdom necessary for that situa-
tion. Discernment is one of the spiritual gifts
that God promises to give. Do some research
to determine what it means to have the spiri-
tual gift of discernment. How can that gift be
used to serve others?

v
(=
(=]
-
(9]
(1]
=
=
(=]
(9]
)]
(=
(=]
-
v
-
(]
{=
S
(=]
v

IS
1S

Wednesday

R ead this week's Punch Lines. There are
several themes that you will find through-

out these Scripture texts. Match the text with

the theme.

Matthew 25:28, 29  Givers receive more than

they give
Luke 6:38 Serving grace
Psalm 139:13 I've got to be me
1 Peter 4:10 God’s math sure is dif-
ferent than my math / = ] = *
fent 1 this week’s reading*
Romans 12:5,6  God knew me before | | The Great Controversy, chapters
knewime 18,19, 20.
*A special adaptation of The Great Controversy has
ThurSday , » beenpcreated jti)st for you by the White Estate anJ:i the
ow would an understanding of your spiri- Pacific Press Publishing Association. Get more info
tual gifts influence your future—your about it at: www.cornerstoneconnections.net. By fol-
lowing this plan you will read at least one book of the

Conflict of the Ages Series each year.




